Or the Author of a little Book, entituled, Juſt Meaſures, in an Epiſtle, 0&9: and to al #7 
Approvers thereof ; with a Poſtſeript and a few Words to the Yearly eting in London. 
Friend G. P. | | | 


F I had known as certainly where to find thee, as I may ſuppoſe who thon art, then I would not have in th 
manner, for 1 am perſuaded I may conclude, Thon art one of thoſe-very Perſons that knoweth wide, ores OY or hos | an 
is contrary to thy Knowledg, to buſie thy ſelf about ſuch Fallible Things, as are of late Days crept into the Church, among many of which 
I ſhall at this Time take notice of what thou haſt given me an occaſion to conſider, in a littte Book, ſubſcribed as byan Author, G. P 
and entituled, 7uſt Meaſures, in an Epiſtle of Peace and Love, to juch Profeſſors of Truth as are under any Diſſatisfattion about the Preſent Order 
prattiſed in the Church of Chriſt. Ro 

1 cannot better begin than with one of the Scriptures thou doſt in Page 19. recommend, To Read and t 

- Apoltle*s Spirit, as in Romans, in many Places, ſo in Chapter xvi. Verſe rs, and 18. Now I beſeech you Brethren, ES ne en _ Divers 

Offences, contrary to the Doftrine which ye have learned and avoid them; for they that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord Feſus Chriſt but their own Bellies, and by 

good Words and fiir Speeches deceive the Hearts of the Simple. Conſider ths, and do as in Pages 18, 19, 20. l 

Upon a Serious Conſideration of what thon haſt preſſed us unto, thou haſt taken ſuch Meaſures as are not for Peace, as too many Others do, which 
| are like-minded with thee againſt ns : For we are conſcienciouſly concerned to ſhew our DiſlatisfaQion againſt your ſo earneſtly preſſing us, for 2 

Conformity to ſach unſcriptural Orders, as we have no Faith in, to be ſubject to in your Way and Manner of impoſing upon Peoples Conſci- 
ences, contrary to their Faith z for we look upon them as Innovations, aud are certainly perſuaded, they will, in a little Time, appear to be but 
the Inventions of Men. It is a good Saying that's mentioned Collofſ. 3. 15. And let the peace of God rule in yoar hearts, to the which alſo ye are called, in 
* one body, and be you thankful. Thon hadſt been a happy Perſon, and the Aprovers of thy Work, if they had ſo walked among their Brethren. 

” Though weare bid in Page 20. © Lay down every Mark or Enlign of Difference or Separation. Now let G. P. and all his Approvers conſider, 

* What are the proper Marks or Enſigns of Difference or Separation. 

Next, let us find out the Parties who praftiſe or give the Marks or Enſigns of Difference for a Separation. 

And to the firſt, we have ſufficiently in our Account from Wickham made it known: And it is alſo in moſt Meetings when we appear as Perſons 

- concerned, in a Publick Teſtimony, where ſome of you are preſent, they it is very apparent what thoſe Marks or Enſfigns of Difference are, which 

ten | to a Separation, viz. Your unbecoming Striving in Meetings, to keep us from having any Liberty, or Time to offer our Gifts, and to clear 

our Conſcience in the Things of God, whererein we are concerned. Alſo your Unchriſtian Behaviour towards us, by fitting in an uncomly Man- 
ner, when we are upon our Knees to the Lord, in that holy Duty. NH, 

As for the Second Thing : Concerning the Perſons that prafiſe theſe Mar ks and Enſigns of Difference, which lead to a Separation, thou and many 
of you know in your own Conſciences, It is them that talk ſo much of Good Orders, and praQtiſe ſo little. And whereas we are bid to diſpoſe our 
Minds 20 4 returning State, and frighten not our ſelves, as in Page 20. &c, Now we certainly know thou, and them thou calleſt thy Brethren, have 
and wonld impoſe upon us the Obſervation of a Woman's Meeting, diſtin from the Men : But a diſtint Woman's Meeting on a Religious account 
or Buſinc, as about the Government of the Church, concerning Order or Diſcipline, ſeparate from the Men, as it is practiſed about Marriages, 
we look upon as anInnovation, and impoling upon our Conſciences that which we have-no Faith to receive. 

And kere, as in other Things, thou doit not tans Juj# .12:-/res, where thou bidſt us, as in Page 1t. © take Notice of our own Conceſſions 
<« ,yhere we allow Meetings of Care in general, and do not deny the Women abſolutely their Share among the Men. 

: it is very true, we do ailow Meetings of Care in general, where Men and Women being met together, as Things offer, and as Occaſions do 

- require, wetake Care to do thoſe Thiags which are for the well-being of our Societies, and that every thing may be done according to Truth, 

and in the Fear of God ; and as we have publiſhed in our Account from Wickham, fo we prattiſe. 

Bur all this maketh nothing z for ſuch a diſtin Woman's Meeting from the Men, where you would have all Marriages firſt propoſed, &c. And 
here again thou doſt not make Juſt Meaſure, when in ſo-many- pages-thowwolt-mnicyr-thy Butmneſs, as it were, to inlinuate the-Neceſlity and Uſeful- 
- neſs of a diſtinſt Woman's Meeting, -as Pages 3, 5, 7 8, 9, 10, I1- And yet, notwithſtanding all thou haſt ſaid about it, thou tells us, amon 

- other Things, in Pages 5,and 7. ** There is no need of an At of Faith or other Exerciſes of Conſcience, than to be ready to every good Word nm 

«York: And further, when thou haſt nſed many Words about the Matter before-mentioned, _ thou tells us again, it can be no Impoſition, as 

before is expreſſed, becauſe, as thou ſayeſt, Jr is no Matter of Faith nor Practice of Worſhip, as in Page 7, &c. Although it be no Matter of Faith 

to thee and them that ſet it up, and preſs others toit: Yet it1sa matter of Faith to us, you would impoſe upon, contrary to our Conſcience : For, 
as the Apoſtle faith, Rom. 14. 23- Whatſoever is not of Faith is Sin. 

And to make ſhort, when thou giveſt thy Senſe upon the whole Matter, as 1n Page 9 and 109. Thy Meaſures are very unjuſt concerning us, where 
thouſayeſt, © Our Diſſent tended to the breach of Brotherly Love and Unty in the Church; but it is well known your Unchriſtian Behaviour was the 
cauſe of our Diſſent. - A , 

' And for further Anſwer to G. P. and to all the Approvers of hisWork, I return what W. P. hath written in his Book, called, 4» Ad- 
dreſs to Proteſtants ; and it is deſired that G. P. and all others concerned, would conſider what he hath faid againſt Impoſition, as from Page the 

140. to Page the 150. and in many other Places; but eſpecially in Page 144. are theſe Words. * But an Impoſing Church bears Witneſs of 

« herſelf, and will be both Party and Judg ; it requires Aſſent withoutEvidence, and Faith without Proof, therefore falſe. Chriſtian Religion 
< ought to be carried on only by that way by which it was introduced z which was, Perſuaſion; If any Man will be my Diſciple, let him take up his 

& Croſs and follow me: And this is the Glory of it, that it doth not &ſtroy, but fairly conquers the Underſtanding. And now for a Conclu- 

fion, let 'G." P. and all his Approvers conſider, what W. P. hath pubiſhed for Truth, and openly declared as his Faith and Judgment : Then I 
hope G.-P. and his Brethren, will not be unwilling to do as W. P. hath written in the Book and Pages before mentioned, 

| POSTSCRIPT, bywayof Queries to G. P. and others concerned. 

If according to the Ancient Do&rin of Truth, all People ought to be mindful in Matters relating to God, of the Convittion by the Light and 
Spirit of Chriſt in every Conſcience : : ; Fn : 

Then no Man ought to impoſe any Religion or other Matter upon his Brother's Conſcience, contrary to his Faith z For whatſoever is not of Faith 
is $jn, to him that doth it doubtingly : He that doubteth, is damned if he eat, becauſe not of Faith, Rom. 14. 23. | 

And as thy Words ſeem to imply, it hath been and is moſt ſincerely declared by the Brethren, That they have no Thoughts or Deſign of Impo- 
ſing any thing upon the Conſcience of Friends ; ſo hereby thou giveſt occaſion to ask, Who thoſe Brethren are among you ? And alſo where I may 
find them, that do as thou haſt ſaid ? Such are none of thoſe buſie-Bodies or talkative Preachers, who run before they are ſent, and ſpeak of Things 
they do not underſtand ; which have too much Incouragement from you, either by your Silence, in not reproving of them, or elſe by your Pra- 
Fice, 25 an ill Example unto them. And further, Idelire to know, what is the Reafon you break all Union, Friendſhip, Charity and Chriſtian 

* Fellowſhip, with us ; and behave your ſelves ſo towards us in Publick Meetings, and where-cver you meet us, before any ſort of People, as if we 

were Out-caſts and Reprobates, and you ſet a Mark upon us, for all that are like-minded with you, to ſhoot their Arrows of Envy and blind Zeal 

againſt us, &c. A few Words to the Yearly Meeting in London. 

Friends, conſider well among your ſelves, what ſome of you have been doing this m2r.y years : And remember your Paper of Judgment, you 
gave againſt FJ. $S. and F.W. Signed by above ſixty ſach Perſons, as belonged to, or were owned by the Yearly Meeting in that Day. Alſo let 
your Eyes and Ears be opencd, that you may ſee, hear and confider, theevil Works that Paper hath brought forth ; and too many of you by your 

| Silence (if not Praftice ) have encouraged that evil Work for many years, to the grief and trouble of many Righteous Souls. 

3 And it is greatly delired it may come to your Remembrance, how ſome Perſons among you carry or bring falſe Reports, and tell you that which 

| hath not been really true; and from you it hath bcen ſent abroad as Truth : When as many know, too much of what you ſay is not true, but as 

it was ſaid of old, Report and we will Report it. | 

Oh now no more ! Let the Cry of the Oppreſſed Innocent, by you any longer be negleQed ; for your Eyes have ſeen, and your Ears have heard, 
our Tryals, and our patient Sufferings have been before many of your Faces; and unto you have ſome of us called for Juſtice and true Judgment, 
in Righteouſneſs and Truth : But as yet, you have taken little notice of our great Exerciſe and Patience, with which we have born and ſuffered for 

Truth and Righteouſneſs ſake ; your buſineſs hath been rather to make our Afﬀfi&ions greater, our Burdens heavier, and our Troubles more on every 

lide, ſo did our old Perſecutors : And fo that you have given us juſt occaſion to take up againſt you, the Prophet's Complaint, viz. Judgment us 

urned away backward, and Fuſtice ftands afar off ;, for Truth is falling in the Street, and Equity cannot enter : Tea Truth faileth, and he that departeth 

Tom Evil, maketh himſelf a Prey, &c. 

The Lord beholdeth your Works, and is diſpleaſed with much of your Doings; and if there be not Repentance, and an Amendment of all that 

wrong and hath been done amiſs ; then know this is the Word of tte Lord to you, and unto all that are concerned, The Almighty God is near at 

and, to viſit all Backſliders, and all who hold the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs, and keep not the Commandments of God; but are ſmiting their E ellow-Servants, 

ing pleaſare in Unrighteouſneſs, and are found in riotous Prattices in th: day time, Woe, Woe, for the Lord Almighty as an angry God, will with ſore and 
c "ary are come ſuddenly upon an unworthy and an unthankful People, for whomhe hath done ſo great Things. Therefore Oh F riends, prepare to meet 
Lord ! And let us be at Peace among our ſelves. | 


Wickham the 5th of the John Rance:. 
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